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SHELF LIFE OF SDC ENTERPRISES PRODUCTS
There is no defined shelf life for our products, if stored in good conditions the shelf life for most products may be measured in years – the year of manufacture is marked on the certificate of conformity for every batch of product.

Our standard advice is that materials should be stored in their original packaging in a well-ventilated, cool and dry (low humidity) environment away from strong light sources. The original packaging is important as it maintains batch traceability but also all SDC packaging is tested to ensure it does not have any effect on the product. For example cardboard and polyethylene are checked to ensure that they do not yellow fabrics due to the presence of lignin or BHT.

Areas of concern/ things to avoid for extended periods are:

· Storage in direct sunlight may yellow fabrics and degrade packaging over the long-term. Obviously critical for Blue Wool patterns. 

· Storage where fabrics can be exposed to exhaust gases from cars or boilers. This may yellow fabrics. 

General good housekeeping helps to keep stock rotation going and prevent any unnecessarily long periods of storage. Care should also be taken when opening not to contaminate the product with dust/ dirt accumulated on the outside of the packaging during extended storage – this may sound obvious but we have seen examples where fabric have become heavily soiled in this way.

Where you have concerns we would suggest labelling products with a “date opened …” or “Date first used…” label and setting procedures whereby you would dispose of and replace after a period of time – perhaps 1 year from opening

Detergents

Shelf life, subject to general conditions above, can be a number of years unopened and once opened provided packaging is securely resealed then a realistic shelf life is still 12 - 18 months. (Please note: SDC TYPE 9 IEC (A*) has a shelf life of 18 months from the date of manufacture due to the enzyme content)
Contamination of detergents during use is a greater problem, this can occur through not sealing packaging or mixing up scoops or tub lids between IEC and ECE type detergents – the result is often small quantities of OBA in ECE detergents.

One area to consider is purchasing smaller pack sizes of detergents so that once opened they are used up more quickly and there is less chance of them becoming contaminated. It is obviously better if only 2Kg not 15Kg are open in the lab at one time.

TAED

TAED, which can lose some of its activity over time, has been shown by testing to be very stable in storage – up to 18 months without effect. Once opened we recommend that the product be used within 12 months or tested to calculate its activity – a test method can be provided upon request.

Fabrics

Adjacent fabrics can be stored for at least 2 years without a problem provided they are sealed in the original packaging.

Once again consideration to purchasing smaller pack sizes of fabric so that once opened they are used up more quickly and there is less chance of them becoming contaminated e.g. it is no more expensive to buy 5 x 10m rolls of Multifibre than 1 x 50m roll.

Grey Scales
Unused Grey Scales can be stored almost indefinitely. However, soiling is the major problem with grey scales and this is dependent on care in use and frequency of use not the length of time since first used. Replacing the scales in the protective wallet after use will help to extend their useable life.

Once opened or first used labels can be used to suggest replacement date, based on expected frequency of use – perhaps 12 months in a busy commercial laboratory.  

Phenolic Yellowing Test Papers
Unopened Phenolic Yellowing Test Papers can be stored almost indefinitely. 
Once the tear seal is broken on the foil pack, the contents must be used with 3 months, this is on the proviso that the grip seal is reactivated after each opening.

Leaving the foil pack open will render the product ineffective and therefore must be discarded.
Summary

It is not possible to give very specific “use by dates” on products without encouraging the disposal of perfectly good product. The use of common sense and well trained laboratory staff who understand the products and how they are used is more effective in determining when products should be replaced.
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